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Hyderabad and Poona, Mahodajee Scindia died on the
12th February, 1794. He was by far the most powerful
and ambitious of the Mahratta princes, and, indeed,
overawed the Peshwa himself. The intrigues > and dis-
turbances which followed his death were still further
increased by the sudden death of the young Peshwa,
and the Nizam considered that this was the opportunity
to declare war, This declaration on the part of the Nizam
rendered it still more impossible for the British to lend
him the active support of their forces, and all that the
Resident, Captain Kirkpatrick, could do was to allow
the two battalions of British troops to preserve the
internal peace of the dominions whilst the army was
engaged in the campaign.

Accordingly early in 1795 both armies took the field.
The Nizam's forces consisted of 70,000 irregular infantry,
25,000 regular troops under Raymond, including his own
battalion of about II,QOO, and a due proportion of artillery.
To meet this army the Peshwa summoned all his vassal
princes, Daulut Row Scindia sent a portion of De
Boigne's army under his second-in-command, Perron,
numbering 25,000 ; Raghojee Bhonsla of Nagpur,
15,000 ; Holkar, 10,000 ; and Parasaram Bhow, 7,000.
Other contingents increased the total number to 130,000,
and there were besides 10,000 Pindaries. The greatest
strength of the Peishwa's army consisted of the brigades
commanded and disciplined like Raymond's force, which
had been sent by De Boigne, of whose career further
notice will be found hereafter. These consisted of about
18,000 men commanded by European officers, together
with a similar brigade of 4,500 brought by Holkar and
commanded by Dudrence and Major Boyd. There was,
therefore, the strange spectacle of French officers fighting
on both sides, in some instances aided also by English